
   
 

 

 
Friday 17th April 2026 

Parent Bulletin 
Dear families, 
 
Welcome to Summer Term 1. 
 
A very warm welcome back to our students and staff following the Easter break, and a 
particular welcome back to those who returned from two fantastic off-site learning 
experiences. Our Ski Trip to Cerler, Spain was a wonderful success, with excellent snow 
conditions and a brilliant balance of skill development, resilience and teamwork. Students and 
staff alike returned visibly proud of what they had achieved and with many great memories from 
the week. 
 
We are also delighted to welcome back our Year 12 Geographers, who spent the first four days 
of term at Dale Fort Field Centre in West Wales as part of their A Level Geography course. 
Students engaged superbly with the programme, made strong academic progress and 
represented the school extremely well throughout the residential experience. 
 
Across the rest of the school, students have settled back quickly into summer term routines 
and are enjoying the summer uniform arrangements. You can find a link to our uniform policy 
here. As always, we maintain high expectations for uniform to ensure consistency and fairness 
for all students. This week we have needed to speak to a small number of students regarding 
issues such as hair colour, footwear, jewellery or the wearing of hoodies or tracksuit tops. In the 
interests of fairness, we will always persist until these issues are resolved. Your continued 
support in ensuring students arrive at school in correct uniform is greatly appreciated and helps 
staff focus their time on teaching and learning. 
 
The summer term is always an exciting and important time for our examination year groups. 
Year 11 and Year 13 are now in their final preparations for GCSE and A Level examinations, and 
staff continue to support them closely during this crucial period. Next week, it will be the turn of 
Year 10 as they begin their mock examinations. It has been lovely to see students making the 
most of the sunshine, revising together on the field and demonstrating real commitment to their 
studies. We are confident that their hard work will pay off and wish them all the very best. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. I hope you have a lovely weekend. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Alastair West 
Headteacher 
 
 

https://www.johnmason.oxon.sch.uk/students-and-parents/school-uniform/


   
 

 

Whole School News 

 
Please find information below for a meeting you can book onto and a 
student lunchtime club, please come along. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

 

LRC Book Fair – Help Us Earn Free Books! 

 
 
The LRC will be holding a book fair next week from 21ts-27th April.  
 
Students are welcome to come in and look at the books on sale during their English lessons 
(with permission) or at break times. Books can be paid for online using the QR code and 
selecting John Mason and collected the next day from the LRC.  
 
To browse books at home, go to www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases. Book vouchers 
can also be purchased as an alternative way to pay.  
 
Parents are invited to view and order books on-line at www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay and 
selecting John Mason from the drop-down menu. Orders can be made between 7th-27th April, 
and the books can be collected from the LRC.  
 
Please support JMS by purchasing a book for your child. Every book bought earns rewards for 
the library. Many thanks and happy reading! 
 
 
 

www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases
https://abingdonlearning.sharepoint.com/teams/JMSHeacteacherTeam/Shared%20Documents/General/COMMUNICATION/PARENT%20BULLETIN/www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay


   
 

 

Summer term Sports Clubs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 

Art Bytes - Last chance to enter your Vote! 
 
From Friday 20th March – Sunday 19th April 2026 you will be able to VOTE for your favourite 
artwork and it is the public vote which determines each school's winner.  
 
Winners then go forward into the next round of judging to be in with a chance of becoming a 
regional - or even national winner! To raise the profile of the Year 9 artists in our community, 
please encourage everyone to vote - students, teachers and parents/family members can all 
get involved. 
 
Please remember to cast your vote. Go to John Mason School | Schools | Art Bytes and click on 
the 'VOTE NOW' button. Under the top 3 artworks will be a 'vote now' button. Each person may 
cast one vote. 
 
Thank you, 
Ms Pennington 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://artbytes.co.uk/schools/john-mason-school-545/


   
 

 

OX14 Learning Partnership Weekly Update  
 
Please find the OX14 LP update linked here for information and circulation. The website link is 
here: https://www.ox14lp.org.uk/events/ 

 
The Abingdon Futures Fair is back again with an impressive range of UK universities. Aimed at 
current Year 12s and open to all local students in Years 11 to 13 (and their parents), come along 
and speak to university representatives about their courses, admissions and student 
experience to inform your choices on what to do next.  

Who should come? 

• Year 13s who are undecided about university study or starting careers; 

• Year 12s who are exploring universities and courses; 

• Year 11s who are looking for inspiration and guidance; 

• Parents and guardians of students aged 16 to 18. 

Free entry and open to students from all local schools. Please note there is no onsite 
parking for this event.  

Book here 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wuHzOds7jv5t7exj9tiTXZztTHx7-57LE89TwNvTC2k/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ox14lp.org.uk/events/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFMTg0M1E9W5URTS7i3bIykelEuTJm9ShYJc9ZUT28uv4pWw/viewform?usp=dialog


   
 

 

 

Upcoming Important Dates:  
 

Monday 20th – Tuesday 21st April 
 
Monday 20th – Friday 24th April 
 
Wednesday 22nd – Thursday 23rd April 
 
Tuesday 28th- Thursday 30th April 
 
Wednesday 29th April – Wed 6th May 
 
Monday 4th May 

Year 11 Art GCSE 
 
Year 10 Pre-Public Exams 
 
Year 11 Graphics and 3D exams 
 
Year 12 A-Level Art Exam 
 
Year 12 Trial Exams 
 
Bank Holiday - School Closed 
 

 
For a complete list of upcoming events please view the school calendar on our website here: 
Calendar - John Mason School 
 
Term dates for the academic year are on our website here: 
Term Dates - John Mason School 
The next academic year dates are also on our website now. 

https://www.johnmason.oxon.sch.uk/events/calendar/
https://www.johnmason.oxon.sch.uk/events/term-dates/

