
   
 

 

 
Friday 26th September 2025 

Parent Bulletin 
 
Dear families, 
 
School uniform has looked fantastic again this week, with students arriving looking smart and 
ready for their day at school. I’d like to thank you for everything you do to send your children off 
to school in the correct uniform, with good winter jackets and not hoodies, and fully equipped 
for their day in school. It is this preparation that is setting students up for such high levels of 
success in their lessons. Seeing the students take pride in their appearance before having their 
school photos taken is a great reminder of how much they care about presenting their best 
selves. 
 
I’ve had the privilege of spending time visiting lots of students in their classrooms and seeing 
them hard at work. Following staff training at the start of term, staff have been focusing on how 
they start their lessons, using Do Now Activities, and building routines. It is clear to see that this 
is paying dividends, and with students having learnt their timetables, and new teachers, those 
routines are paying off with high levels of engagement and students consistently showing great 
determination to produce work of the best possible standard. 
 
Last week we sent you a letter about our Parents Teacher Association, the JMA. In your 
relationship with John Mason School, you are already a member of this incredible group of 
people, who have done an incredible job over the last 50 years in enhancing the experience of 
all JMS students. The support for trips and clubs has been relentless, and the JMA has close ties 
and a long history with the very special Welsh Farm. 
 
I am incredibly grateful for the work that they do for the young people in our community and I 
would urge you that if there is any skill or amount of time that you might be able to offer in 
becoming a more active member of the JMA we would love to hear from you. There is no offer 
that is too small – and the larger number of active members we have, the greater impact we can 
have on the lives of all JMS students. Please take 2 minutes to complete the JMA questionnaire. 
 
Finally, we end the week by wishing our Year 8 students “Gute Reise!” with 86 of the year group 
heading off to Köln tomorrow evening. Having heard all about the experiences from previous 
years, I am sure they will have a fantastic time.  
 
Best wishes. 
 
 
 
 
 
Alastair West 
Headteacher 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG5hGd70gyMIVntyFhtVp0xZPnt2Z7mUBTKeb13E7UooFE3g/viewform


   
 

 

Curriculum News  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 22nd September, 28 students from John Mason joined other year 9s at 
Larkmead School for the first Abingdon Schools Author Talk of the year. This 
opportunity to meet Moira Buffini, author of Songlight was a great inspiration for 
budding writers and book lovers. They listened to Moira Buffini explaining how she 
built up the fictional, dystopian world in her Torch Trilogy. She provided insight into 
how the characters interact; choices that she had to make regarding their futures; 
and her interest in telepathy and relationships. Buffini introduced her new book, 
Torchfire book 2 of the trilogy, and Students had the opportunity to have their books 
signed by the award-winning author. 

Our thanks got to Larkmead School and for hosting this event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 

Whole School News  

 

STEM club        

This week STEM club were investigating the level of vitamin C 
in different fruits and fruit juices, as it is malnutrition 
awareness week. 

This consisted of adding drops of fruit juice to an iodine and 
starch mix, to see how many drops it took to turn the black colour to pale yellow/clear. Iodine is 
used to detect starch and turns from orange to black in the presence of starch. Vitamin C is a 
powerful antioxidant, turns iodine pale yellow/clear because it acts as a reducing agent in a 
redox reaction, donating electrons to the iodine molecules. The less drops needed to turn the 
mix pale yellow/clear the more vitamin C present. 

 

Here are our results 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Substance Number of drops 

Vitamin C 4 

Pineapple 42 

Mango Juice 40 

Orange juice 43 

Passion juice 23 

Strawberry 90 

Lemon 35 

Lime 40 



   
 

 

MCAS App Update – Action Required 

We are aware that some parents have recently experienced issues accessing letters and forms 
via the MCAS (MyChildAtSchool) app. Thank you for your patience as we work with the app 
provider to resolve this. 

We’ve been informed by the MCAS team that a new version of the app (Version 6.47) is now 
available on the iOS App Store as of 12:00pm on 24th September 2025. However, it may take up 
to 24 hours to appear for all users. 

Once we are confident that the update is available to everyone, all users will be required to 
update to the latest version. 

What parents need to do: 

Please check the App Store for the latest version (6.47) of the MCAS app. 

This update must be installed manually – the app will not update automatically. 

If the update is not yet visible, please try again later. 

Installing the latest version should resolve the access issues. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

 
 
CAREERS NEWS 
 
We are pleased to announce that our Year 10 Work Experience will take place between Monday 
16th March - Friday 20th March 2026.  
This week allows our students hands-on learning in a work environment. As well as providing 
opportunities for students to explore career paths. We know that the students will use the time 
effectively to help improve their self-confidence in their own ability and skills, by understanding 
the strengths they have.  
 
Within both assemblies and Personal Development lessons, students will be provided with the 
training to make their week as successful as possible. This will include how to use our online 
platform Unifrog to record their placement details and there will be more details to follow for 
Parents / Carers.  
 
For this to be successful we do rely on companies, businesses and individuals offering our 
students placements. If you feel you would be able to do this please email 
workexperience@johnmason.school , as well as if you have any questions. 
 
CAREERS OPPORTUNTIES 
 
Does a legal career within an international organisation sound like something you’d be 
interested in? Join us for an exclusive virtual event with Clifford Chance, one of the world’s 
leading law firms, to gain valuable insights into the profession and explore the opportunities 
available to kickstart your career. 
Event Details: 

• Event: Insight to Clifford Chance 
• Date: Thursday, 2nd of October 

mailto:workexperience@johnmason.school


   
 

 

• Time: 5:00pm - 6:30pm 
• Location: Virtual 
• Who Can Attend? Year 11, 12, 13 students 
• Register Here: 
• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CChance_Insight 

 

 
Tue 14 October, 9:30 - 10:30am 
CREATIVE CRAFT Careers in Innovation and Sustainability  
Discover creative craft careers that mix tradition with science, sustainability, and new tech! In 
this interactive event, students will explore how makers use eco-materials and innovation to 
shape the future. 
Best linked to: Art & Design, Design & Technology, History, Geography, Science, and Maths. 
Register for Creative Craft Careers in Innovation and Sustainability 
  

 
Wed 15 October, 11-12pm 
Flight Check: Exploring Medical Roles in AVIATION 
Students will meet real aviation medical professionals. They’ll discover the range of careers 
that combine medicine and aviation, and learn how science, health, and teamwork all play a 
vital role in keeping our skies safe. 
Best linked to: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Health & Social Care, PE, and Geography. Register 
for Medical Roles in AVIATION 

 
FIRST STEP - Student year groups 7-9 England & Wales, S1-S3 Scotland, 8-10 Northern Ireland 
Wednesday 1st October at 4.30 pm (virtual session hosted on Zoom) 
  
“Pitch for a Purpose: Plan the Ultimate Charity Event with HSBC” 

• A 45-minute briefing with the HSBC team 
• Complete the career challenge at their own pace 
• Certification awarded on completion 
• Register now! (students) 

NEXT STEP - Student year groups 10-13 England & Wales, S4-S6 Scotland, 11-14 Northern 
Ireland 
Thursday 2nd October at 5pm (virtual session hosted on Zoom) 
  
"HSBC and The Nature Trust UK - Nature Projects That Make a Difference" 

• A 45-minute virtual briefing with the HSBC team 

https://young-professionals.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40f3de5366f8028a7560bb6a0&id=099b1d8d8f&e=bb01819693
https://educationandemployers.cmail19.com/t/t-l-giizdt-tdtjtyuliu-r/
https://educationandemployers.cmail19.com/t/t-l-giizdt-tdtjtyuliu-y/
https://educationandemployers.cmail19.com/t/t-l-giizdt-tdtjtyuliu-y/
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VXcrxR1xDPBFVPB4zV68GGxbW5g6HvJ5CgBl1M_h9nP5nR3bW5BWr2F6lZ3q4W9cLny85Q91NTW11_RDV49FLjXW9hpRQc6mD0jDVMv3sG3Y9hgHN5Sy7vch-p46W1d4-mp2jvmy5W6RNLgJ70QSDGW7nCnpv1d4J_WW2B2y3p8J682qW7Q95Wn4CtlnxW6BXc9g56_gD-W5XWgS88q2r9zW6L3V471D4-0yW4v1P1D6_QG74VXwFJl6WYjX8W2qywrF4pS23VW4xdDmB8tf_0rW63PLyc2hF9HXW5fmdQk6_kxrKW8CfrPQ30Z99FW79mVhL4j80lkW8-hk-X20_z4VW3DHKDD1K6GTBW55FMc925RVYHVJyD6y4-WzjlVMHNQc19FJ03W28VdNP8ybJv6W104j7k1Gvzn_W1KJJBG1H-jvFW5GF-WV36zj0fN1FPLFLLvm7FW2fRWhS7QQc8YW6CNkfZ5LPM3tW3Hp8Th8fSTJ3f40fDXg04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VXcrxR1xDPBFVPB4zV68GGxbW5g6HvJ5CgBl1M_h9p45nR3bW69t95C6lZ3kQW42nNWM2d7t-qW7hp7m237LXymW7BZRzy3SqbDwW5S26Pm5Gn5b_N3wYDzxghd2bW6GH5_F60MnWRW9hZ2g83TY01KN6r-jFwMBsFcVfsWxM7b7wrNW5nFqWV3gBY6cW2GHzNr62VqTFW1NcPqt4T1xWJW99C2VX2H70h0W10Zgw94NW77SW522R4z8swdZ9W57cHhz76mVNcW4qNgSH5YfpwTW7jLqg04Y07LgW8fvD7B4pxPkPW5jRjTH5kfGkTW73Zm235F2qkKN8mXCrSYRzrcW1xcXbp5NHChjW2dy6yM7cJf2tN8cmQ4MWFpG-W26t2YL539CDxVF3ynL8YPx0wW3Qysqq2NzYfPW797xlL1MgvGnVbzkWk2v3cp0W94RBpZ7y4-Z6N5X-6qsJTNg5W8c9NL82xNqSZN2y95wX2PC6YW92PPQ97_tbq7W3g-7_P8kFc8Ff9grmKM04
https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VXcrxR1xDPBFVPB4zV68GGxbW5g6HvJ5CgBl1M_h9nP5nR3bW5BWr2F6lZ3pFW3DxRx112KgmrV_mr0f3rThmHW76ny8C3mF-C7W1VJMhF3NYxbpW21tlvn8B4QfbVWSQqY75FhdtW1zqkbJ84LSy0W8_tDtb85qsMGW17H9Dg65SmVWW61zRjP6BlWHVW7QVY5C2Y5_5RW63GZwf4JBVtZW20Xwyw8LsLj9W3mtJXm14TLz8W8CH3d48dQ1yXW4kjTbY5KPSQlW6Y55QZ9cJgnKW37z7-s8QPxy8W2Dl2W86nMp6FW2YqkVY5qWZ-WW277vv45DzvvCW1KYNMp3b5qHgW1gf7kt7sqZkLW5KD7bV4kcZVSW4r6fH855bxYVVYLf698l9MkJN7Yjn6YT617xW2r-VLP2MpJKDW41R2Xs9hVYYhW6gQjtp7vfynpW1h_MhM53BzYRW5HRymW5xC6ylW79JpQb6czDhKN1hTYfTN6LfVf3MCs-804


   
 

 

• Complete the career challenge at their own pace 
• Certification awarded on completion 
• Register now! (students) 

 
 
OX14 Learning Partnership Weekly Update 
 
Your school is part of the OX14 Learning Partnership, a group of schools in the Abingdon area 
working to raise educational aspirations and increase collaboration by providing a range of 
opportunities for students and teachers to work together.  
This update provides a look at upcoming events and activities. Please note that some events 
are for specific year groups or invited students only. We will continue to add new events to the 
calendar, so please check the website for further details. https://www.ox14lp.org.uk/events/ 
 
September 30 @ 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Peer Support Lead Training 
Abingdon School 
Existing PSLs are invited to a training session on 'Managing [...] 
 
October 2 @ 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
Lecture: Professor Philomen Probert ‘Why languages are similar’ 
Amey Theatre Abingdon School  
October 16 @ 9:30 am - 3:00 pm 
 
Business Language Challenge - Teacher Sign up now open  
Abingdon School 
An exciting opportunity for Y10/11 linguists to take part in  
 
 
 
Upcoming Important Dates: 
 

Saturday 27th September 
Wednesday 1st October 
Tuesday 7th October 
Wednesday 8th October 

Koln Trip (Year 8) 
Year 11 PIE 
Berlin PIE 
Year 8 PIE & Welsh Farm 

Thursday 9th October Open Evening and School closes at 1.05pm 
Opens again at 5-8pm 

Friday 10th October Inset Day 
 

  
For a complete list of upcoming events please view the school calendar on our website here: 
Calendar - John Mason School 
 
Term dates for the academic year are on our website here: 
Term Dates - John Mason School 

https://datainspiration.digdata.online/e3t/Ctc/LZ+113/d2mlhP04/VXcrxR1xDPBFVPB4zV68GGxbW5g6HvJ5CgBl1M_h9pn5nR3bW6N1X8z6lZ3mJW5f4V7V8zNfFqW975J1k1JcbYjW2K1xnT5lW1D8W7jBYPl7vxnbSW5xycBH603yS6W3zQhxw64pV5BW8j-HtX3_2PDZW3DCT6D7T2jwBW6Vm-7w9dvftHW7CR5cD2tCZ9nN6yczdWLZPRVW2Rqxq-4L2T6QW5Ynywd1pTpqCW3Gx0BG4C1my8W7j75x17hR3pHW21C2XM2X1_TNW4_SgS76Hv8GZN3Wz9K-56_YQW8thc3h7lrNxVDhrXHZvWD4W6v_chQ7CY1hzW3pXqTt5MxpLHW72g3nb385jt2Vgbc_R4Xz351W7Zk4BT5DGB50W1gmvXc4-3m_YW8mYcqV66N_80W5qKpMg6lr_csW8w1k6n2pZHqnW3McG9X8M18VzW5cgQw17bvpTWW6p9ggp4Y-NJCW17Rz6v5qF2f9W4MYjMq6PhRxdW6nPQ6r1r2ZNHW2XmzF763_Js4W3mH_PX8P0sStW7jYq4c5R6pfDdF5sDl04
https://www.ox14lp.org.uk/
https://www.ox14lp.org.uk/events/
https://www.ox14lp.org.uk/event/peer-support-lead-training-3/
https://www.ox14lp.org.uk/event/lecture-professor-philomen-probert-why-languages-are-similar/
https://www.ox14lp.org.uk/event/business-language-challenge-4/
https://www.johnmason.oxon.sch.uk/events/calendar/
https://www.johnmason.oxon.sch.uk/events/term-dates/

